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secretary, accompanied by bohlen and tylert, called on de gaulle 
at 3:30 pm dec 12. degaulle said he was .glad to see secretary and 
had written to president to congratulate him on handling cuba 
crisis. the successful outcome had been result of presidents 
"firmness and lucidity." de gaulle said he did not know how 
things now stand but essential objective had been reached of 
Withdrawal missiles and bombers, secretary conveyed warm personal 
^greetings from president and conor atulattons on support ^ 
She had received from French people in recent elections, 
^secretary expressed our pleasure at prospect visit by mona lisa 
8 to washington and added we would greet her safe return to france v 
sw1th sense relief. de gaulle said he was sure no harm would come 
wto the lady and wanted secretary to know that france would - 
Snot have entrusted her to any other country, secretary expressed - 
s appreciation for de gaulle ts remarks about cuba and for his l 
" firm support at the time. the secretary then gave degaulle f 
extensive account present cuban situation, stressing that problem \ 
not yet resolved. de gaulle thanked secretary and said french 
support had amounted to little because it had been principally a 

£5 1^5 us AFFAIR. IF WORLD WAR HAD RESULTED, FRANCE WOULD HAVE BEEN AT 
THE SIDE OF UNITED STATES. ^SECRETARY SAID WE HOPED THAT 
CUBA HAD BEEN WHOLESOME EXPERIENCE FOR SOVIETS AND HAD REMOVED 
ANY ILLUSIONS THEY MIGHT HAVE ENTERTAINED AS TO ANY US HESITANCY^ 
IN COMPARABLE CIRCUMSTANCES. SHOULD CRISIS OCCUR OVER BERLIN WE m 

^ FEEL MOST IMPORTANT WE SHCJ&LD BE IN BEST POSITION TO MEET £g 
• IT. THIS WOULD REQUIRE INCREASED CONSULTATION TO HARMONIZE OUR ^ 
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POLICIES AND TO. ORGANISE OURSELVES SO AS TO tit ABLE TO Ml 
RESPOND 'QUICKLY AND EFFICIENTLY. DE GAULLE AGREED AND REVEALED, 
SOME FAMi'LARlTY WITH CONTINGENCY PLANNING. ASKED SECRETARY WHAT 
HE MEANT BY SAYING THAT WE SHOULD GO FURTHER IN OUR PREPARATIONS^ 
SECRETARY GAVE EXAMPLE OF BETTER AND FASTRR COMMUNICATIONS IN -,.--, 
CRISIS. NEED TO SPEED UP MILITARY MOVES ENVISAGED UNDER LIVE 
OAK, AND TO BE PREPARED TO APPLY RAPIDLY ECONOMIC AND OTHER COUNTER 
MEASURES. DE GAULLE CONCURRED IN NEED FOR DEVELOPING AND REFINING 
AGREED MEASURES FOR EXECUTION OF PLANS. SAID WE HAD TO FORESEE 
THREE CATEGORIES OF EVENTS WITH REGARD TO BERLIN: (1 ) SOVIETS 
MIGHT HARASS AND THREATEN WESTERN TO POINT BARRING 
GROUND ACCESS SHORT OF HOSTILITIES. IN THIS CASE WE 
SHOULD APPLY COUNTER MEASURES. (2) SOVIETS MIGHT CUT OFF WEST 
BERLIN FROM REST OF WORLD. IN THIS CASE WE SHOULD CUT OFF SOVIET 
LINKS WITH REST OF WORLD. (3) THERE MIGHT BE SOVIET MILITARY ., 
ATTACKS ON BERLIN. THIS WOULD MEAN ALL-OUT WAR. SAID THAT IF 
QUESTION OF COMPLETING PLANS FOR COUNTER MEASURES, HE 
AGREED WE SHOULD DO THIS AND IF SOVIETS WANT TO MAKE THINGS 
ROUGH FOR US IN BERLIN, WE SHOULD REACT WITH APPROPRIATE 
MEASURES. SECRETARY SAID QUESTION WAS HOW WE COULD PREVENT 
SOVIET LEADERS FROM MISCALCULATING IN BERLIN AS THEY HAD 
IN CUBA. ALL REPORTS RECEIVED BY MOSCOW SHOULD BE/^UCH AS TO 
BRING HOME TO THEM OUR DETERMINATIONS. DE GAULLE OTREED AND SAID 
IF SOVIETS MISCALCULATE IT IS THEIR BUSINESS WOT/ OURS. THIS 
WAS WHY HE HAD NEVER BEEN VERY HAPPY ABOUT INTERMINABLE TALKING 
AND PROBING BY US AND BRITISH GOVTS ON BERLIN. /THIS MADE IT SEEM 
AS THOUGH WE THOUGHT THAT SOME AGREEMENT COULD^BE REACHED, 
WHEREAS ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS TO WAIT UNTIL SOVIETS REALIZE THAT 
THEY CANNOT OBTAIN ANYTHING BY THEIR PRESSURE. SECRETARY SAID THE 
ISSUE WAS REALLY ONE OF CREDIBILITY ABOUT INTENTIONS. WE HAD 
ALWAYS STRESSED TO THE SOVIETS THAT PRESENCE WESTERN ^ 

TROOPS BERLIN NON-NEGOTI ABLE. HOWEVER IT WAS FACT THAT 
WE ARE SHORT OF OUR FORCE GOALS IN NATO. IF WE HAD TOO FEW 

' SECRET 



%i 



■m\ f ;*T 



-3" SEXTO 8, DECEMBER 13, 11 AM FROM PARIS 

] e FORCES, SOVIETS COULD EXPECT THEY THEY COULD NOT LAST MORE THAN A 
FEW DAYS,. THUS WE MUST RECONCILE OUR PUBLIC ACTIONS WITH OUR 
PRIVATE WORDS. SECRETARY STRESSED THAT WE HAD NOT DISCUSSED 
OTHER QUESTIONS THAN CUBA WITH THE SOVIETS EITHER IN NEW YORK 
OR WITH MIKOYAN IN WASHINGTON. OUR IMPRESSION FROM LATTER «S 
VISIT WAS THAT SOVIETS NOT PREPARED TO TALK SERIOUSLY AT THIS 
TIME. DE GAULLE 'PICKED UP REFERENCE TO DEFICIENCIES IN NATO. 
HE AGREED THAT SOVIETS MAY BE IMPRESSED BY THOUGHT THAT FORCES 
OF ALLIANCE COULDNrT LAST VERY LONG. FRANCE WAS VERY CONSCIOUS 
OF THIS FACT. WHOLE NATO MILITARY PLANNING WAS BASED ON THE 
ASSUMPTION OF ONE BATTLE WHICH WOULD BE OVER VERY QUICKLY, 
WHETHER WAGED BY NUCLEAR OR CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS. FRANCE WAS CONCERNED 
ABOUT HER OWN DEFENSE HAD FELT SHE MUST HAVE DEFENSE IN DEPTH. 
AS THINGS STOOD, EVERYTHING WOULD BE DESTROYED AFTER THE FIRST 
ONSLAUGHT. "NORSTAD MIGHT WELL BE WIPED OUT." FRANCE COULD NOT 
ACCEPT THIS SITUATION AND HAD TO ASSURE HER OWN DEFENSE IN DEPTH 
TO THE EXTENT SHE COULD. SECRETARY SAID WE WERE PROCEEDING 
ON ASSUMPTION THAT SOVIET OFFENSIVE ON SUCH LARGE SCALE 
AS TO BREAK THROUGH WESTERN FORWARD FORCES WOULD LEAD US DIRECTLY 
TO A NUCLEAR WAR. DE GAULLE SAID PRESIDENT KENNEDY HAD ALSO SAID 
THIS TO HIM BUT THINGS GO FAST AND FRANCE RAN THE RISK OF BEING 
INVADED. FRANCE WAS NOT THE ONLY COUNTRY WHICH DID NOT HAVE 
ALL HER FORCES COMMITTED TO DEFENSE GERMANY. US AND BRITISH DID 
NOT RPT NOT HAVE ALL THEIR FORCES ON GERMAN SOIL EITHER. 
SECRETARY POINTED OUT WE HAVE SUBSTANTIAL FORCES IN GERMANY. 
DEGAULLE SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT KIND OF BATTLE WOULD TAKE PLACE 
THERE NOR WHAT UNITED STATES WOULD DO. SHOULD EVENTS DEVELOP IN 
SUCH A WAY AS TO JUSTIFY IT, FRANCE WOULD POSSIBLY BE PREPARED TO 
THROW HER TROOPS INTO THE BATTLE FOR GERMANY. SECRETARY 
; '^ASKED WHAT GREATER CERTAINTY WE CAN GIVE AS TO OUR ROLE THAN 
OUR* too, OOO TROOPS COMMITTED TO NATO AND OUR SOLEMN COMMITMENTS 
TO ALLIANCE, HE SAID WE WERE NOT CONCERNED WITH WHAT WE WOULD 
DO IN THE EVENT OF SOVIET ATTACK, BUT RATHER ABOUT THE KIND OF • $ 
SIGNAL WE ARE SENDING TO MOSCOW IN ADVANCE. NATO HAD PLANNED FOR 
THIRTY DIVISIONS AND THIS FIGURE HAD NOT YET BEEN MET. 
THE QUESTION WHAT INFERENCES THE SOVIET UNION WOULD DRAW. FROM THIS 
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DEFICIENCY. DE GAULLE SAID SOVIETS COULD NOT DOUBT THAT . 

FRANCE WOULD DEFEND HERSELF. SHE WAS INCREASING AND MODERNIZING 

HER FORCES AND WAS DEVELOPING A NATIONAL NUCLEAR FORCE. 

HOWEVER THE NUMBER OF DIVISIONS ASSIGNED GENERAL NORSTAD 

WAS A DIFFERENT MATTER. SECRETARY INSISTED THAT WE MUST ALL 

TOGETHER BRING MOSCOW. THE CONVICTION OF OUR DETERMINATION. DE GAULLE 

SAID THAT WE MUST FACE THE FACT THAT THE WESTERN ALLIANCE WAS AN 

ALLIANCE OF INDIVIDUAL STATES. THIS MIGHT HAVE CERTAIN THEORETICAL 

DISADVANTAGES THOUGH HE WASN»T SURE. AT ANY RATE THE 

JOINT POWER OF THE WEST WAS WHAT COUNTED. HE WAS SURE CF ONE THING 

WHICH WAS THAT INTEGRATION IS NOT A GOOD SOLUTION. THE SECRETARY 

SAID WE HAD BEEN CONCERNED BY WHAT KHRUSHCHEV HAD BEEN SAYING TO 

HIS NUMEROUS VISITORS. HE FREQUENTLY ATTRIBUTED VARYING 

ATTITUDES ABOUT BERLIN TO INDIVIDUAL STATES. 

IT WAS IMPORTANT WE SHOULD ALL THINK THIS OVER SO AS TO MAKE 

KHRUSHCHEV CONVINCED THAT THERE IS NO DOUBT ABOUT OUR RESOLVE. 

WITH A FAINT SMILE, DE GAULLE SAID IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT KHRUSHCHEV 

SOMETIMES INDULGED IN "WISHFUL THINMNG" (IN ENGLISH). 

TURNING TO AFRICA THE SECRETARY STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF A!B 
TO THE LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. THERE WAS NEED FOR INCREASED' 
CONSULTATION AMONG THE MAJOR INDUSTRIALIZED POWERS OF THE WEST*,-*. 
US, UK, FRANCE AND GERMANY — ON DISCHARGE OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES 
IN THIS FIELD. THE INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES SHOULD 
WORK MORE CLOSELY TOGETHER. OUR THOUGHTS WERE MOVING TOWARD 
THE IDEA OF A BETTER DIVISION OF LABOR OR APPORTIONMENT OF 
RESPONSIBILITIES. WE SHOULD WORK OUT A MORE EFFICIENT BASIS 
FOR CERTAIN COUNTRIES TO PLAY A MORE PROMINENT ROLE IN GIVEN 
AREAS IN WHICH HISTORICAL AND OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES GAVE THEM 
THE BEST CHANCE OF BEING EFFECTIVE. HE SAID THAT WE HAVE NO DESIRE 
FOR COMPETITION. WE REALLY NEEDED TO CREATE A BASIS FOR A MORE 
EFFICIENT UTILIZATION OF OUR RESOURCES. DE GAULLE SAID HE HAD TAKEN 
NOTE OF THE SECRETARY »S VIEWS. HE THOUGHT THAT THE MAJOR 
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DIFFICULTY CAME FROM THE LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES THEMSELVES, 
WHICH TENDED TO SHOP AROUND TO GET AID FROM WHATEVER THEY 
COULD. HE AGREED THAT WE SHOULD TRY NOT RPT NOT TO "EAT THE WOOL 
OFF C EACH OTHER iS BACKS/ AND THAT THERE ARE SITUATIONS WHERE 
INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES WERE IN A POSITION TO PLAY A PRIMARY 
ROLE. 

COMMENT: DE GAULLE GAVE IMPRESSION OF BEING RELAXED AND, FOR HIM, 

RELATIVELY FORTHCOMING AND RECEPTIVE TO DISCUSSION OF 

VIEWS EXPRESSED TO HIM. HIS TONE WAS FRIENDLY, IF NOT CORDIAL, 

THROUGHOUT. HE CONCLUDED THE MEETING, WHICH ENDED SHORTLY 

AFTER 4:30, BY THANKING THE SECRETARY FOR HAVING COME TO SEE HIM 

AND SAYING THAT HE HOPED THINGS WOULD GO WELL AT THE NATO 

MEETING. 
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